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History Lens
Retiring Jetté Professor of Art David L. Simon
is reflected in the lens of a vintage camera used
by Assistant Professor of Art Gary Green.
Photo by Weiming Huang ’13
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Is that seat taken?
Reunion-goers filled the field house and their
trays for the annual lobster bake. For more
photos from Reunion 2013, see page 52.
Photo by Jeff Pouland
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Celebrating Art
Fireworks explode over the Alfond-Lunder
Family Pavilion at the Colby College Museum
of Art during festivities surrounding the
museum reopening July 12-14. The pavilion
glows with the illuminated Wall Drawing
#559 by Sol LeWitt. (Courtesy of the Estate
of Sol Lewitt.) Photo by Dennis and Diana Griggs

For Art Lovers, the Doors Finally Open
Crowds flock to see Lunder Collection in new museum showcase

PHOTO BY JEFF POULAND

By the time the first guests walked in July 13, everything—from
opening: “I love the interactions between interior and exterior, seeing
Julianne Swartz’s Affirmation sound piece operating in the restrooms
through and reflecting out.”
to Sam Van Aken’s installation of his Tree of 40 Fruit in a planter on
Gary Ridgeway, from Maryland, had decided to check out the museum
the granite terrace—was in place at the Colby College Museum of Art.
while visiting an aunt who lives on China Lake. “We just found out about
Virtually the only element that couldn’t be controlled was the weather.
this, so we said, ‘Let’s do it,’” he said. Ridgeway, who has spent 20 years
That cooperated by being sunny and mild.
working for the Smithsonian in occupational safety and health, said he
Some six years in the making, the new pavilion and the exhibition
found the museum “beautiful, roomy, and light.”
of the Lunder Collection of American Art drew more than 2,000 visitors
The following day, designated Community Day, brought a whole
over the weekend as art and architecture lovers, friends and family of the
new crowd to investigate the museum. Veronica Stewart from Oakland
Alfonds and Lunders, and the merely curious flocked to what critics say is
brought her sons Bryce, 10, and Lukas, 6. “I think it’s a wonderful thing
Maine’s premier art museum.
to have so close, a nice community resource,” she said. Bryce, an avid
illustrator in pencil, has now decided he’ll be going to Colby, she said.
“To see our community—the people of Maine—in the galleries, looking
Outside the museum, people lined up for hot dogs, potato and
at and enjoying art, was the most rewarding part of the opening for me,”
pasta salad, watermelon, root beer, and ice cream, eaten under a tent
said Sharon Corwin, the Carolyn Muzzy Director and chief curator
decorated with sunflowers. Inside, some—like Nancy Stevens of Fairfield
of the museum.
Center—were noticing the colors of
A ceremonial ribbon cutting
the gallery walls. In the De Ferrari
and dedication of the AlfondGallery, much consideration had
Lunder Family Pavilion took place
gone into choosing the distinctive
Saturday, with speakers invoking
golden hue (Bosc pear, according
the intent and generosity of the
to Corwin).
benefactors and praising both
In another gallery, Ann Quinlan,
the extensive and extraordinary
who is currently from Portland but
collection and the crystalline
originally from County Meath in
building that houses much of it.
Ireland, was using an audio
At the luncheon that followed
device to learn about the art. She
the dedication, President William
pulled one earbud away from her
D. Adams presented the Jetté
ear to talk.
Award for Leadership in the Arts
“I recognize some of the art
in memory of Edith and Ellerton
from the Boston MFA,” she said.
Jetté, who gave the founding gift to
“I’m so blown away by the whole
the Colby museum, to Paula and
collection—I like the old and the
Peter Lunder ’56. Paula Lunder
Community Day at the Colby College Museum of Art drew hundreds of visitors
new weaving together.”
noted that she and her husband
from the region and the state to see the Lunder Collection of American Art.
On the pavilion’s glassed-in
knew the Jettés and would cherish
stairway, Glen Widmer and his son, Ruben Widmer, 5, of Montville, sat
the award. “The Colby College Museum of Art has grown to educate,
considering both the Sol LeWitt wall painting and the architecture of the
enlighten, and delight so many today,” she said, “and will in the future.”
stairs. “After we explore the downstairs, can we go upstairs?” asked
Under a mammoth white tent, guests eating lunch marveled at the art
Ruben, who deemed the Duane Hanson sculpture upstairs (Old Man
exhibited in the new pavilion. “I got goose bumps,” said Roselin Atzwanger,
Playing Solitaire) “the most exciting one ever.”
originally from Austria, who lives in Washington, D.C., and studied art in
After a lot of looking, Richard Sheive of Waterville was sitting on
Vienna. “What a gift for the students!” Her husband, Edward Lenkin, said
a bench in the Turner Gallery. “I’ve been fascinated by the place—
the works in the collection are “not just signatures but beauties.”
especially the Indian area,” he said. He cited James E. Fraser’s End
Dressed in a purple bow tie and teal linen shirt, Matinicus Island
of the Trail, saying, “It had something in it—possession of me; I
artist Maury Colton said the soaring new spaces and works in the
wanted to search around it, under it. That was the one that was most
museum made him feel “like I was at the Metropolitan.”
appealing to me. It stood there, calling, even though it wasn’t in the
Inside the museum Heidi Bement of Kennebunk and her mother-incenter of the room.”
law, Mimi Park of Scarborough, said they had planned a trip in honor of
Overall, he said, he thought the opening of the museum for the
the occasion. “This is a landmark,” said Bement. “I’m relishing all these
community had been a hit. “The people here are really taking to it,” he
individual artists—the Calder, the Remington—this is crazy!”
said. “They’re not just here for the lunch.”
The “play of light and reflection” on the museum’s facade was
—Pat Sims
captivating to Jeanne Paterak, who had come up from Portland for the
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WHAT THE PRESS
IS SAYING

PHOTO BY JEFF POULAND

“The Lunder gift has propelled Colby into
the first rank of college museums—not
quite up there with Harvard and Yale, but
certainly in the same league as Smith,
Williams, the Rhode Island School of
Design, and Wellesley’s Davis Museum
of Art. For art lovers it has made a trip to
Maine all but obligatory this summer.”
The Boston Globe

Leila and Alex Turner are mesmerized by Fashion by Gary Hume, exhibited in the Colby College Museum
of Art. The opening of the Alfond-Lunder Family Pavilion was enjoyed by art lovers of all ages.

A Museum’s Magical Moments
At a symposium preceding the
dedication, a panel of art experts
examined the role of the Colby College
Museum of Art as a center for teaching
that allows unfiltered access to original
art and can lead to moments in which
students are transformed into teachers.
Adam D. Weinberg, the Alice
Pratt Brown Director of the Whitney
Museum of American Art, pointed to
the “purity” of teaching museums, with
their focus solely on art, community,
and education. The location of a
museum on a campus, he added, says a
lot about it: “You can read a campus by
what is placed where, its accessibility to
the community, to the students. And the
transparency of the building [at Colby]
suggests that art is open to the students.”
He praised Colby’s focused collection
and the depth of holdings of such

Fred
Fisher, the
architect
who designed the
dramatic AlfondLunder Family
Pavilion, explains
the process.
colby.edu/mag

important artists as Alex Katz, John
Marin, James McNeill Whistler, and
Terry Winters, and he stressed the
“primacy of artwork to the curriculum.”
For Colby Professor of Art Ankeney
Weitz, working in the museum often
leads to a “magical moment” in teaching,
“when students start to see themselves
as teachers.” Weitz said this moment is
something she’s frequently facilitated
in her classes as her students learn to be
curators themselves.
Martha Tedeschi, deputy director
for art and research at the Art Institute
of Chicago, is a longtime curator
of works on paper. She emphasized
the importance of the “proximity of
unmediated works of art” in a space like
the Colby museum, and the opportunity
it gives viewers to “feel the frisson of the
original.” —Pat Sims

“Maine has a new title-holder for largest
(and most important) museum and the
public now has free access to one of the
most significant collections of American
art in the country. … Colby’s academic
standing in the arts has moved up, to the
benefit of all of Maine’s institutions of
higher education.”
Maine Sunday Telegram
“You may not have felt it, but Maine’s art
world just experienced a seismic shift.”
The Free Press
“Fisher’s refreshing and self-effacing
approach has resulted in a beautifully
crafted exhibit space that displays the
Lunder Collection without distracting
from it.”
Design New England
“Already known for its vast and important American art collection, Colby now
boasts the most exhibition space of any
art museum in Maine. With recent gifts,
it has become one of the nation’s premier
institutions of American art.”
Artfix Daily
“The gleaming glass building of the Colby
College Museum of Art not only stands out
on campus—surrounded by the red brick,
Georgian-style classrooms and
dormitories—but now also stands out
across Maine.”
Huffington Post
“The sleek pavilion merges seamlessly
with the existing museum and the scale
of the campus. Its glass does not flash. It is
not arrogant; it gleams with confidence—
and with decorum, rare in our age of
assertive museum architecture. It seems
a piece of sculpture itself, Serra’s brutal
masses magnified and hollowed out and
rendered translucent.”
The American Prospect
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For the 502 members of the
Colby Class of 2013, the career of
commencement speaker Gregory
White Smith ’73 served as a
reminder that twists and turns
may be life’s only certainties. At
Colby’s 192nd commencement
Sunday, May 26, Smith told
seniors that, in this time of
“fluid careers and people’s
self-reinvention,” they can
count on serendipity.
An English major, Smith spent
a year studying music, earned a
law degree, wrote a Pulitzer Prizewinning biography as well as true
crime novels, and started a legal
database that serves 70 countries.
A series of unexpected
moments propelled him over the

PHOTO BY ROBERT P. HERNANDEZ

For Class of 2013, Fluidity and Self-Reinvention

Gregory White Smith ’73

years, he said. A chance meeting
with a law school classmate
led to his first published book

and a life partnership that has
lasted almost 40 years. When
at 34 Smith learned he had
an inoperable brain tumor, a
comment from a friend inspired
his first “really serious book”—the
biography of Jackson Pollock that
won a Pulitzer.
“Life is full of surprises,” he
said. “It’s full of unexpected turns
and reversals, and setbacks and
sidesteps, and recoveries and
magical interventions—good
and bad—and serendipitous
encounters, and serendipitous
suggestions, serendipitous
acquaintances.”
Senior class speaker Michael
Langley offered his own review of
the last four years.

The Short Hills, N.J., native
who majored in English and
started a humor magazine at
Colby sought to remind fellow
seniors of their good fortune.
“While I’ve had bad days here,
the balance leans more toward
the days where I walk around,
as if in a dream, pinching myself
on the forearm, disbelieving the
privilege I’ve had to be able to
come here and live here and
work here,” Langley told his
classmates. “And other days,
I run around pinching other
people on the forearm, because
I want them to appreciate their
privilege. They may act offended
and scream, but I can tell they’re
thanking me on the inside.”

At approximately 3:15 p.m. on May
26, Brittney Bell ’13 walked across the
stage in Wadsworth Gymnasium. It was
her second finish line in 18 hours.
The previous night, Bell, from
Poland, Maine, ran the anchor leg
for the Colby women’s 1,600-meter
relay team at the NCAA Division III
championships in La Crosse, Wis.
Bell and her teammates, Emily Doyle
’16, Frances Onyilagha ’14, and
Emily Tolman ’16, placed second in
the country, just behind host school
Wisconsin-La Crosse.
Two weeks before, Bell thought she’d
have to make a difficult decision: run in
Wisconsin or march with her classmates
at the 10 a.m. commencement. “I’m
the first person in my family to graduate
from college, to go to college, so I knew
it was really important to my family,”
said Bell, a biology major. “When we
found out [the race] was at 6:20 in
Wisconsin, I cried.”
But Colby administrators made sure
Bell could do both. When Emily Hackert,
assistant track and field coach,
approached Assistant Dean of Faculty
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PHOTO BY DAVID LEAMING/MORNING SENTINEL

First the Baton, Then the Diploma for All-American

Brittney Bell ’13 poses with Dean of Faculty and
Vice President of Academic Affairs Lori Kletzer. Bell
returned to campus from the NCAA championships
too late to take part in the regular commencement.

Jim Sloat with the Bell dilemma, he
didn’t hesitate. “I knew as soon as the
request came in, this was exactly the
kind of thing that we’d do,” Sloat said.
Bell flew from Chicago to Portland
Sunday morning, arriving on campus
at 1:30 p.m.—shortly after the big

commencement ceremony concluded.
A little more than an hour later,
surrounded by family, friends and
teammates, she took a seat in the front
row in front of the stage in Wadsworth
Gymnasium. Harold Alfond Director of
Athletics Marcella Zalot spoke, followed
by Associate Professor of Biology Judy
Stone, one of Bell’s favorite teachers.
Then Sloat presented the candidate
for graduation.
“Brittney Nicole Bell,” Sloat said. His
voice echoed through the nearly empty
gym, and Bell walked across the stage
and received her diploma from Lori
Kletzer, Colby’s dean of faculty and vice
president for academic affairs.
To polite applause, Brittney Bell
ended her college career with a smile,
as an All-American track athlete and
the first in her family to earn a college
degree. “It’s unbelievable,” said
Brittney’s mother, Nancy Bell. “We are
still stunned. This whole event that they
threw for my daughter.”
—Travis Lazarczyk
A version of this story first appeared
in the Waterville Morning Sentinel.

Jean-Jacques (JJ) Ndayisenga ’13
knew his mother couldn’t make his
college graduation. She lives in northern
Rwanda. She had never been outside
her own country. Thousands of dollars
and 7,000 miles stood between her and
Mayflower Hill.
So Ndayisenga did what’s he’s done
since leaving home six years ago to pursue
his education. He got on with his life,
working right through finals as Student
Government Association treasurer before
enjoying Senior Week activities.
Three nights before the May 26
commencement he went to a classmate’s
house in Waterville for dinner. He was
told there was a surprise for him. When
the door opened, there were his mother,
Julienne Nyiraebarinda, and his brother
Cyriaque Harelimana, who had traveled
with her, along with a dozen of his closest
friends who orchestrated the surprise.
He was “stunned at first,” said Shany
Tropper ’13, who helped pull off the
international caper. “He actually doubled
over, almost to his knees. Everyone there
was crying.”

PHOTO BY SEAN ALONZO HARRIS

For Rwandan Student, a Commencement Surprise

Jean-Jacques Ndayisenga ’13 with his
mother, Julienne Nyiraebarinda, and brother
Cyriaque Harelimana.

Classmate Cara Saunders ’13 came
up with the idea back in January. She,
Tropper, and Chiran Bhandari ’13 sent
out an e-mail to friends, and it went
viral. They ended up with more than
$4,500 from 30 or 40 people, Saunders
said, including many they don’t even
know—donations from students,
students’ parents, alumni, even
students’ grandparents.
“It was just incredible,” said
Ndayisenga of the surprise. “It was hard
to believe that people care that much

about me. It shows that this isn’t just a
normal friendship that we share.”
Ndayisenga’s plight is not unique at a
college with students from 79 countries.
So what’s special about JJ?
“What’s not special about JJ?” said
Tropper, who was his classmate at the
United World College of Costa Rica
before they came to Colby. “He’s just
given so much. He loves Colby so much.
And everybody loves him.”
Besides being elected SGA treasurer
last year, he was named Mr. Colby at the
annual Mr. Colby Contest this spring,
a send-up of a beauty pageant in which
Colby men compete in talent, Q&A, and
even swimsuit competitions.
Following commencement
Ndayisenga took to Facebook. “I will
prove you wrong if you think that there
is a place with a better community than
Colby’s. Never!” he wrote. “Congrats
2013, and thank you so much Colby for
all you have given me: all you people are
truly amazing!”
—Stephen Collins ’74

An Athlete Acts to Protect Women from Sexual Assault
Football offensive lineman
Connor Clancy ’15 is protecting
more than his quarterback.
Off the field, Clancy was
also involved with a petition in
reaction to the Steubenville,
Ohio, case in which star high
school football players sexually
assaulted a young girl in 2012.
The assault was documented via
social media, and some members
of the community blamed the
victim for the assault and the
negative publicity it caused for
the Steubenville football program.
Efforts by Clancy and others
resulted in a pledge by the
National Federation of High School
Associations (NFHS) to provide
education for coaches across the
country about sexual assault.
“As a nation, we have a history
of overlooking assault when it’s

committed by athletes, from the
high school level to university
programs to professional sports,”
reads the petition started by
Clancy ’15 and Carmen Rios, an
activist with the SPARK movement
to end sexualization of women
and girls in the media. “But most
athletes and coaches, like most
men and most people, think
sexual assault and other forms of
sexual violence need to stop.”
The goal of the petition was
to gather signatures and support
to help “empower coaches,
who are mentors to young men,
to begin difficult and complex
conversations about sexual
violence [that] could create longlasting change in communities
across the nation and lead to
curbing, and even ending,
sexual violence.”

Connor Clancy ’15

Almost 68,000 people signed
the petition. “I didn’t know it
was going to become so big,”
said Clancy.
In May, two months after
the petition launched, the
petitioners declared victory.
“In March, we asked that the
NFHS bring a coalition to the

table to craft a curriculum for
coaches willing to take on the
important work of advocacy
and education around sexual
assault in their communities,”
wrote Rios on change.org. “Now,
these resources will be reaching
over 18,500 schools, 11 million
athletes, and countless
more students.”
Clancy’s role in the petition
stemmed from his involvement
with Colby’s Mules Against
Violence group, which works to
promote awareness around sexual
violence and challenge stereotypes
of men—and male athletes.
Clancy and Rios gathered
support for the petition through the
social action platform change.org.
“The more people are educated,”
Clancy said, “the more it will help.”
—MacKenzie Riley
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The committee searching for the next
president of Colby is evaluating candidates as
the process moves forward, reported Michael
Gordon ’66, chair of the Presidential
Search Committee.
Gordon said he is encouraged by the
process so far and confident of an excellent
outcome for the College. “The feedback our
candidates are sharing … confirms what we
believe to be true—that Colby is held in very
high regard in the world, both inside and
outside of higher education,” he said in an
e-mail to the Colby community on July 8.
The search has moved into a silent phase
as evaluations continue, Gordon said, though
two lines of communication with the committee
remain open: the comment box on the search
website (colby.edu/presidentialsearch) and the
e-mail address presidential.search@colby.edu.
Letters can be sent to the committee in
care of Sally Baker at 4600 Mayflower Hill,
Waterville, ME 04901.
President William D. Adams, on sabbatical
this summer, will return to campus for the
academic year. President since 2000, Adams
will soon begin his last year at Colby.

From Adams, Centuries-old Advice
In his first address to members
of the Class of 2013, in fall
2009, President William D. Adams
noted that they would be Colby’s
bicentennial class. On May 25, in his
baccalaureate address, he mined
Colby history to offer his last pieces
of advice and bid farewell to seniors.
In many cases, messages
graduates received at baccalaureate
100 or more years ago remain true,
Adams said. In an address at the
centennial celebration, President
Arthur J. Roberts told students, “Give
and it shall be given to you.”
Members of the Class of 2013
embodied that maxim, Adams
said. Their contributions included
mentoring local children, championing
environmental causes, and challenging
Colby on issues of inclusivity.
“As it has been for 200 years,
Colby is a work in progress. I know
that you will continue to help us.” But
now, as they set their sights on the
world beyond Mayflower Hill, seniors
should “be confident about the full
relevance and utility of what you have
done here,” he said. “That degree is
not so much about specific forms of

PHOTO BY ROBERT P. HERNANDEZ

Presidential Search
Committee Now
Evaluating Candidates

President William D. Adams addressing
members of the Class of 2013.

knowledge or meeting requirements
as it is about a more general kind
of intellectual empowerment—the
realization of your innate potential
as thinkers, writers, speakers,
and creators.”

To read a full transcript
of Adams’s address, go to
colby.edu/mag,
keyword: baccalaureate

Progress on the new science
building is continuing, both
inside and out. Masonry
and roofing are underway
on the exterior of the
building. Inside, workers
are putting up walls and
running plumbing, ductwork,
sprinklers, and electrical
lines. The building is
scheduled for completion in
April 2014, with faculty to
move in that summer to be
ready for the 2014-2015
school year.
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Halfway There

Spreading Light in Zimbabwe
Gift Ntuli ’14 grew up in rural villages in Zimbabwe and remembers
how hard it was to get chores or schoolwork done after dark, with
electricity service sporadic if it was available at all. “At nighttime you
use candles or kerosene lamps—or you just have to go to bed,” he said,
describing conditions that still exist where he visits his grandmother.
As he brainstormed ways to help people in his country a couple of
years ago, he saw a big opportunity in small, solar-powered, rechargeable
lamps that would help schoolchildren read after dark and for children and
adults to be more productive after the sun goes down.
Last summer, with financial support from Colby’s Linda K. Cotter Endowed
Internship Fund, he set up Light Zimbabwe, a charity that gave solar-powered
lanterns to poor orphans and displaced families. This year Ntuli resolved
to support his charity with a sustainable business and to expand its reach.
He entered his proposed social-enterprise startup, Photons, in the Colby
Entrepreneurial Alliance’s 2013 business competition. One of six competing
business plans, Photons garnered $13,000 of the available $15,000 in
startup funding, and it’s off and running.
In some ways, it already was. “His business plan was actually pretty
well developed,” said Professor of Computer Science Bruce Maxwell, one
of the judges, explaining why they funded Ntuli’s project. With groundwork
laid through the Light Zimbabwe charity, Ntuli and four rising juniors who
are his partners already have people on the ground in Zimbabwe and a
proven strategy for distributing the lamps.
“It’s not [intended] to make a lot of money for him,” Maxwell said,
“but to pass it off to people in Zimbabwe who could make a living.” Fifty
percent of the profits will go to the charity Light Zimbabwe.
Maxwell said judges were persuaded to fund Photons because Light
Zimbabwe has an established network of contacts, which includes rural
schools that stand to make money as distributors of the lamps. Also, he
said, the scale of the project is such that the award can get Photons up
and running, rather than having the Entrepreneurial Alliance funding be a
small piece of a larger venture.

Gift Ntuli ’14, third from left, in Zimbabwe with students who will benefit from
the charity Light Zimbabwe, which is distributing study lamps to that country.

Business development so far includes selecting a reliable product
that can be sold at a reasonable price, getting units shipped from Hong
Kong, working out duties and tariffs (solar products are duty-free but are
subject to value-added tax), partnering with a Swedish NGO established
in the region of Zimbabwe targeted, and bringing schools into the mix as
partners and beneficiaries, Ntuli said. He’s also working with Rotary Clubs
and other civic organizations in Maine to get support for Light Zimbabwe.
Ntuli relishes the resources available in the liberal arts environment.
“Even though I’m a physics and geology major, I can walk up to any
econ major, even professors, and ask questions,” he said. Whether it’s
economics or web programming, “I can get a free consultation. They have
really good ideas.” —SC

After Some 50 Years, Colby Eight Members Release New CD
There are lots of a cappella groups
on campus, but the Colby Eight was
the first. Formed in 1947, the Colby
Eight quickly achieved popularity and
spawned many other groups, including
the all-female Colbyettes. In addition to
music, the Colby Eight has provided a
sense of camaraderie and connections
that persist long after graduation, with
many members reuniting to sing at
Colby reunions and other events.
That decades-long bond has held for
a group of members from 1955 through
1963 who recently reunited to record new
material. The Colby Eight was particularly

Members of the Colby Eight from the classes of
1955 to 1963 at a recent rehearsal.

active in those years, releasing several
albums and traveling to New York City
to perform. They’ve continued to sing

at reunion events over the decades,
and their recent release combines new
material and old favorites.
Try to Remember is a collection of
25 songs the Colby Eight released
between 1955 and 1963, plus one
newly recording song. In April 2013
Keet Arnett ’59, Peter Merrill ’57, Ed
Tomey ’59, Peter Vogt ’63, and Doug
Riis ’61 recorded a new arrangement of
the song “Try to Remember” from the
Broadway musical The Fantasticks.
Try to Remember can be purchased
at the Colby bookstore.
—Jacob McCarthy
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